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(This, by the way, seems to have been Frederick the Great's
idea of his own subjects.)

The social approach therefore was not "discovered" by Hip-
polyte Taine in the age of Realism. Taine simply provided, in
the Introduction to his History of English Literature, a vigor-
ous summing up of a theory which had been growing for fully
a hundred years. Because Taine was the younger contemporary
of Karl Marx, and because like Marx, he had a rather unques-
tioning faith in materialistic science, we are inclined to consider
him as antiquated. But we must repeat that he did not invent
"la Race, le Milieu, le Moment" in the year of grace 1863.
Race, environment and time were already with us in the eight-
eeenth century $ and there is no sign of their being banished
from the interpretation of literature in the twentieth.

The main objection to Taine's formula is not that it is out-
moded, but that it is ill-defined. It is impressive in its imperious
brevity. It is defended with a fine show of realistic tough-
mindedness. "Vice and virtue are products, like vitriol and su-
gar": how could we fail to trust a critic so free from idealistic
nonsense? The combination of vehement logic with a scientific
vocabulary and a colorful style is well-nigh irresistible: seldom
was confusion of thought more brilliantly camouflaged. Unfor-
tunately, the successors of Taine have not clarified his doctrine.
It must be understood at the outset of this discussion that our
purpose is not to discredit, but to define, the social approach.
We are fully aware of its possibilities. But, as it claims to be
scientific, it should be stated with scientific definiteness, and ap-
plied with scientific caution.

When we have to deal with race, the first element in the so-
ciological approach, scientific caution is usually flung to the
winds. No subject, not even religion, seems to call for such pas-
sionate affibrmations and denials. It would be easier to discuss the
problem reasonably, if we defined our term. Race belongs to the
domain of biology. It denotes a group with certain permanent
traits in common, traits which are "in the blood" and are trans-
mitted with the blood: race is the manifestation of collective